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October 23rd 2026                

                                        

                                   “

School Attendance: 95.2%  
Reception: 100%   Year 1: 94.7%   Year 2: 94.2%       
Year 3: 98.4%    Year 4: 89.8%   Year 5: 97.7%  Year 6: 96.8%   

Winning Class  for Attendance: 

        Reception: 100%

             Da iawn!              

Upcoming dates:
Friday 23rd October: INSET DAY 
 
Monday 2nd & Tuesday 4th November: Clubs start back – new lists. Pupils will need to have returned 
new forms and money to access the clubs for the next half term.

Wednesday 4th November: Years 3 – 6 Urdd Outdoor Learning- Bushcraft. 
Thursday 5th November: Outdoor Classroom Day
Monday 9th November: 3 - 6 Council’s Water Safety Team assembly 
Tuesday 10th November: Fire Service sessions - Yr 5 & Yr 2.
Wednesday 11th November: Service of Remembrance school Hall 2.00pm 
Thursday 26th November: Road Safety Assemblies

Our Virtues for 
  September & 
   October 
Faith-filled: We are faith-filled 

when we are living life as God 

inspires us to live it, putting the 

Gospel into action through our 

actions. We have to build on it 

every day through prayer. 

Hopeful: We are hopeful when 

we are optimistic about the 

future, we trust ourselves and 

others, and we don’t give up. 

Our faith teaches us that God is 

hope.





This week marks the 60th anniversary of the Aberfan Disaster, one 

of the saddest events in Welsh history. On 21 October 1966, a coal 

waste tip collapsed above the village of Aberfan near Merthyr Tydfil 

and a huge wave of coal slurry rushed down the mountainside, 

destroying homes and part of Pantglas Junior School. Tragically, 144 

people lost their lives, including 116 children. 

We remember Aberfan because so many children, families and 

teachers were affected. It reminds us how precious life is and how 

important it is to keep people safe. The disaster also led to changes 

in safety rules to help prevent similar tragedies from happening 

again. 

Questions for Discussion

• Why is it important to remember events from the past?

• How can communities help one another after a difficult event?

• What does it mean to show respect when remembering people 

who have died?

• How can we help make our school and community safe?

Loving God,

We remember the children, teachers and families of Aberfan.

Hold them in your loving care.

Help us to be kind, caring and thankful for one another.

May we always work together to keep everyone safe.

Amen.



Updates of the week:
On our school website important dates are on the calendar and photos are on the 
https://www.stjosephscatholicps-swansea.co.uk/
News & Events’ area. You can also keep up to date with events on our school Instagram page. 
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DZ9_t7dotBV/?igsh=OGdpOXNsbHdsb3F4

This year marks six decades of Catholic secondary school provision in Swansea! With Bishop Vaughan  
                                           Catholic School having opened in 1966, 2026-27 represents its 60th Jubilee Year!

To mark this special milestone, a commemorative Jubilee Magazine and accompanying online archive are currently being produced, 
celebrating the rich history and enduring legacy of the school. We warmly invite current and former pupils, staff, governors, clergy, parents 
and friends of Bishop Vaughan to contribute photographs, documents, memorabilia, anecdotes and personal recollections that help tell 
the story of our school through the generations. These treasured memories will help create a lasting record of the people, events and 
achievements that have shaped Bishop Vaughan over the past sixty years.
Contributions can be sent to BishopvaughanH@Hwbcymru.net, or if you would like to discuss potential material for inclusion, please 
contact Mrs E.J. Gwyther on 01792 772006.

Bishop Vaughan have recently commenced their year of Jubilee celebrations. The next event in this programme will be a Sixtieth Jubilee 
Mass celebrated by His Grace, Archbishop Mark O'Toole. This will take place on Friday 6th November at 6.30pm in Bishop Vaughan's 
Main Hall. 
Current and former pupils, parents, staff and governors, as well as our partner primary schools and parish communities, are warmly 
invited. We hope that this will bring together past and present members of the Bishop Vaughan family to honour our shared heritage and 
celebrate the future with hope and gratitude.

https://www.stjosephscatholicps-swansea.co.uk/




Well done to Yr 6 boys in their 
Pure Football tournament.



We have the Road 
Safety Team coming 
in after half term to 
talk to the children 
about being safe on 
the roads.

As parents you can 
help keep your 
children safe by 
discussing the 
information on this 
poster with your 
child. 

Thank you.
 





Well done to all of the families that took part in this. The feedback was very positive and everyone 
enjoyed spending time together problem solving. If you didn’t take part last time have a go with today’s 
problem! Huge thanks to Mr Maddock and all staff for enabling this home/school partnership work.





We are making lots of exiting 
changes to our Teaching & Learning 
and to our school’s curriculum and 
are encouraging our pupils to be 
independent learners.

All our staff are working really hard 
to encourage pupils to become more 
independent, take responsibility for 
their own learning and to contribute 
their ideas to what they are learning 
and why. 

Every class from Reception upwards 
are now working on ‘Essential 
Questions’ within an Enquiry Cycle 
which promotes inclusion, curiosity, 
resilience and scaffolds thinking.



SBU Immunisation Booking Form

The School Nurses have sent 
the link above if anyone 
wanted to book their own 
appointment.

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbookings.cloud.microsoft%2Fbook%2FSBUImmunisationBookingForm%40wales.nhs.uk%2F%3Fismsaljsauthenabled&data=05%7C02%7CMortM5%40Hwbcymru.net%7C3566de206e264efc5bf308df2dda3441%7C4f3f0e52b734416494091b601d147993%7C0%7C0%7C639280087341269925%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rtlRcT0e3wpBoQc5UasRb1XM3qiFpcgPSoKyF4xLP5U%3D&reserved=0
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