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October: Month of the Holy Rosary

Month of
the Rosary of the
Blessed Virgin
Mary
As the Feast of Our Lady
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7th October, the whole month
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Holy Rosary of the Blessed

Virgin Mary,.
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OUR LADY OF THE ROSARY
OCTOBER 7
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This title honors the Blessed Virgin Mary
as the one who leads the faithful to
Christ through the prayer of the Rosary
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The feast originated after the Christian
victory at the Battie of Lepanto (I15M),
attributed to the iIntercession of Our
Lady through the Rosary
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The Chur ebrates the Feast of Our
Lady of the Rosary on October 7,
highlighting the power of prayer and

Marian intercession

The Rosary is a meditative prayer that
reflects on the mysteries of Christ's life,
death, and resurrection with Mary as
our guide
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If&ou DO NOT agree with photos of your child being put

Updates of the week: oo o o ok
On our school website important dates are on the calendar and photos are on the . ojphlydh% =
https://www.stjosephscatholicps-swansea.co.uk/ rf:i)
News & Events’ area. You can also keep up to date with events on our school Instagram page.
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DZ9 t7dotBV/?igsh=0GdpOXNsbHdsb3F4 T
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RZT This year marks six decades of Catholic secondary school provision in Swansea! With Bishop Vaughan
BISHOP VAUGHAN Catholic School having opened in 1966, 2026-27 represents its 60th Jubilee Year!

CATHOLIC SCHOOL

To mark this special milestone, a commemorative Jubilee Magazine and accompanying online archive are currently being produced,
celebrating the rich history and enduring legacy of the school. We warmly invite current and former pupils, staff, governors, clergy, parents
and friends of Bishop Vaughan to contribute photographs, documents, memorabilia, anecdotes and personal recollections that help tell
the story of our school through the generations. These treasured memories will help create a lasting record of the people, events and
achievements that have shaped Bishop Vaughan over the past sixty years.

Contributions can be sent to BishopvaughanH@Hwbcymru.net, or if you would like to discuss potential material for inclusion, please
contact Mrs E.J. Gwyther on 01792 772006.

Bishop Vaughan have recently commenced their year of Jubilee celebrations. The next event in this programme will be a Sixtieth Jubilee
Mass celebrated by His Grace, Archbishop Mark O'Toole. This will take place on Friday 6th November at 6.30pm in Bishop Vaughan's
Main Hall.

Current and former pupils, parents, staff and governors, as well as our partner primary schools and parish communities, are warmly
invited. We hope that this will bring together past and present members of the Bishop Vaughan family to honour our shared heritage and
celebrate the future with hope and gratitude.


https://www.stjosephscatholicps-swansea.co.uk/

A huge thank you to the pupils, families and staff who joined with
us as a school family to celebrate a Harvest Family Mass.

We presented some of our food collection during the offertory and
St Benedict’s SVP have taken all of the food to distribute to those
less fortunate than ourselves.

We filled a quarter of out stage with food donations as well as
raising £270!

Thank you so much for your generosity. St Benedict’s SVP (St
Vincent De Paul Society) have collected the food to distribute to
the hungry.

“When we share the harvest, we spread the warmth.”
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Stop! @ 2 |.OCKdO

Listen to the teacher.

Turn off the lights.

Lock the door.

&

Sit on the floor.

Stay quict.

<.



Year 6 met with Mr Stephen Cook, from Clydach
Veteran’s Network, to talk about Clydach’s links with
WW1, WW2 and other wars.

Years 3 & 4 girls had a great session on the field
with Nicky from Vadre Girls Rugby.




Well done to all of the families that took part in this. The feedback was very positive and everyone
enjoyed spending time together problem solving. If you didn’t take part last time have a go with today’s
problem! Huge thanks to Mr Maddock and all staff for enabling this home/school partnership work.
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Year Week Winner Comment
Group

Reception 9/10/26 Noah O’Donnell For showing how he perseveres with lots of things — even when he finds
things really difficult.
Year 1 9/10/26 Stella Challacombe Fantastic enthusiasm finding things at home to count.

Year 2 9/10/26 Deviot Singh Excellent thinking, showing and telling!

Year 3 9/10/26 Noelia Morgan Excellent problem solving — working with Base Ten place value

9/10/26 Christina Albin Great work involving the whole family into playing the Roman Numerals
game.
9/10/26 Marina Bagnariol-Rolfe A fantastic and clear way of working out Roman Numerals.

9/10/26 Abel Anthony Excellent family engagement with converting prices into different
currencies.

FAITH RESPECT ASPIRATION

Together in Christ, Living, Learning and Growing | u: comuniy | A sriosier toMorrow
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Dear Parents and Carers

We are delighted to let you know that we are launching a new home learning initiative uging National
Numeracy resources alongside our new Problem-Solving Journals.

At 5t Joseph's, we believe that developing strong numeracy skills is about much more than learning facts and
metheds. We want our children to become confident, resilient, independent problem-solvers who are willing te have
a go, explain their thinking and leam from mistakes. A strong parinership between home and school is key to
achieving this.

How the programme will work:

Mational Numeracy Activity Books (Problem Salving Journals) will be sent home once a fortnight on Fridays
Pleaze complete the activities together over the weekend or early in the week.

Books should be returned to school by Wednesday each week

Children will complete practical, open-ended problem-solving activities with suppor from family members. We
encourage children to record their ideas in any way that works for them, using drawings, diagrams, calculations,
photographs or written explanations.

Waorking Together:

However you might feel about maths. vou can make a huge difference to your child’s numeracy learning. Research
consistently shows that talking about everyday raths helps children develop cenfidence and positive atfitudes
towards maths and problem solving.

When completing activities together, you might like to follow the school LOOK. THINK, DO, TELL problem sclving
framework and ask some of the following guestions:

What do we need to do?

What information do we have?

What do we need to find out?

Waould any equipment help?

What do you notice when...?

Shall we make a guess and see if it works?

What could we do if we get stuck?

If we were doing this again, iz there anything we could do differently?

Make It Your Own

“ou can adapt these activities to suit vour family’s interests and use whatever items you have available at home or
while out and abouwt. Children might choose to:

Take photographs

Draw pictures

Wirite calculations

Create diagrams

Record their ideas in creative ways

There is no single "correct”™ way to show thinking. The most important thing is the discussion and problem-solving
that takes place together. Please use the comment boxes provided in the books and journals to reflect on your
discussions, strategies and discoveries. We love reading about the different approaches families take when solving
problems together.

Thank you for yvour continued support. We are excited to strengthen our learning partnership with parents and
carers and fo help every child develop the confidence, resilience and positive disposition needed to succeed in
numeracy. If you have any gquestions, please do not hesitate to get in touch with your class teacher.

Kind regards, Mrz Mort

We have launched our

“Parents carer national numeracy programme”
Which is a Schools & Families Programme by the charity
National Numeracy and is an initiative designed to boost

number confidence and engagement among children,
parents, carers, and school staff.

Please read the information. Your children will be bringing
home ‘National Numeracy Activity Books’ once a fortnight
and it is important that you take some time as a family to
improve your child’s Numeracy.

Maths Toolkit

Family



https://www.google.com/goto?url=CAESXAHrOzAVquA3xGD9xT9FE5OmDMBYxgWxZJcH6aGKc85J_VRv2VUP6Clwsxkf1R3AyubthQmKx5RhPmi8XAKQM-uNuEBVQd4lWDFBsmplbQcSqzIUvBiomlWs2AjI

Please remember that the closing date for the Parent Governor role ballot is Wednesday 14" October. Please
note the voting is one vote per family. Slips have been sent out — ONE PER FAMILY - to the youngest member
of the family. No extra ballot slips can be given out if lost etc., as they were all counted as they went out.
Please select one candidate and return the slip to the ballot box by the school office no later than Wednesday
14t October. Any votes received after the above date will not be considered. This will be a secret ballot.

Charles Betney -“As an active parent in the FOSJ (you’ll have seen me at all the events), and Dad to Ollie in Year 3 and Henry
in Year 1, I’'m always there at drop off and collection and know many of you already. | feel I'd enjoy and make a good
governor for the school”.

Harriet Williams —“With long-standing connections to the school and currently contributing to the FOSJ, | want to support
positive change that keeps children’s wellbeing at the centre of every decision. I’'m committed to representing parents
openly and fairly, raising concerns constructively whilst having a clear understanding of the school’s values and community”.
Sharon Barnes —“I’m the mum to Moses in Year 5 and Elias in Year 2. A former primary deputy headteacher, | now run three
church children’s groups, coach Clydach U7’s football and support Friends of St Joseph’s. As governor, I’ll listen to and
represent your views, and work with parents and staff to benefit all our children”.

The role of a Parent Governor helps to bring the views and experiences of parents and carers to work alongside the
Governing Body and school leadership team, to continue to develop our school.

We would like to thank the parents/carers who have put themselves forward for the role and wish them all good luck in the
voting process. We encourage all families to take this opportunity to participate and look forward to notifying/announcing
the new Parent Governor soon.



Flu Vaccination Programme 2026/2027

This is the information we have been asked to share, by the School Nursing Department.

As we approach flu season, we want all families to have the information they need to help protect their children's health.

Flu can spread quickly in school environments and can cause serious illness in children. This autumn, all school children
from Reception to Year 11 (inclusive), will be offered a free and quick, nasal spray flu vaccine at school.

The flu nasal spray vaccine is safe, painless, and helped protect over 220,000 school-aged children in Wales last year.

Giving consent for your child to have the flu vaccine, helps keep them healthy reducing the risk of illnesses that could
disrupt their learning, play and your family life.

The nasal spray flu vaccine is the recommended vaccine for children and young people, but if they can’t have the flu
vaccine or you'’d prefer a gelatine-free vaccine, they can have the flu vaccine by injection instead.

Give your consent for your child’s flu vaccine to help keep them healthy this winter.
For more information about the flu vaccination visit: www.phw.nhs.wales/fluvaccine

2026/27 School Nasal Flu
Thank you for supporting your child and our school community. Yetehwion o)

2026/27 School Nasal Flu Vaccination form — Fill in form

https://youtu.be/KIbPEFRJz10




Merit Award & ‘Seren Yr Wythnos’
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{)% Year 1 Henry Signna and Gegorgg
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Year 4 didgn R Grace and S¢lgna

N — Mele Harlgy and George &
I Year 6 Jiga Wbgl and Ishal



Our Vision

“Teach me and | may forget. Show me and | may remember.
Involve me and I learn.”

We are making lots of exiting changes to our Teaching
& Learning and to our school’s curriculum.

. TUNING IN 4 FINDING OUT * SORTING OUT
All our staff are working really hard to encourage Dz &
pupils to become more independent, take e "K e AN

responsibility for their own learning and to contribute

their ideas to what they are learning and why.

Every class from Reception upwards are now working

on ‘Essential Questions” within an Enquiry Cycle which
promotes inclusion, curiosity, resilience and scaffolds

thinking.
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