ST JOSEPH’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL, CLYDACH
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September 25t 2026

Winning Class for Attendance:

School Attendance: 92.3%
- Year 1 98.2%

Reception: 83.6% Year 1:98.2% Year 2: 96.8%
Year 3:91% Year 4:88.4% Year 5:89.4% Year 6: 96.1%

Da iawn!

Upcoming dates:

Friday 25t September: ‘Problem solving journals' (scrapbooks) will be sent home today with the
first Numeracy problem of the year as part of our ‘Parents/Carer National Numeracy Programme.
Tuesday 29" September: Years 3 — 6 visit to Sketty Mosque.

Friday 2" October: ‘Brighten Up’ Cafod fundraiser — wear an item of bright clothes. Bring in £2 and
a tin/packet of food for our Family Fast/Harvest collection.

FAMILY MASS - Sunday 4t" October 10 am. This will be a Harvest Mass/Cafod Family Fast Mass
and we will be asking for tins/packets for those who have less than us.

Thursday 15 October: Flu Vaccination Programme — Reception — Yr 6 in hall all day.
Monday 19" October: M & M Theatre production in the Hall: Jack & the Beanstalk.
Parents Evening — Foundation and Upper Phase all together. Years 3-6 teachers in the hall,
Reception — Yr 2 teachers in Yr 1 Start 1:30pm until 6:00pm.

Amen

Addysg Gatholig a boed i ni gael ein harwain

School Prayer

We are together in Christ, Living
Learning and growing.

Sharing peace and love.

May God help us through Catholic
Education and let us be guided by
St. Joseph who protected Mary
and their Son Jesus.

Gweddi'r Ysgol

Rydym yn un yng Nghrist, yn byw,
Yn dysgu ac yn tyfu.

Yn rhannu heddwch a chariad.
Boed | Dduw ein helpu drwy

gan San Joseff a fu'n amddiffyn Mair a’u mab lesu.

Amen

Our Virtues &
September &

October oms
Faith-filled: We are faith-filled
when we are living life as God
inspires us to live it, putting the
Gospel into action through our
actions. We have to build on it
every day through prayer.
Hopeful: We are hopeful when
we are optimistic about the
future, we trust ourselves and
others, and we don’t give up.
Our faith teaches us that God is
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onth of Qur Lady Of Sorrows

Who is Our Lady of Sorrows?

Our Lady of Sorrows is Mary, the Mother of Jesus. During September, we
remember the times when Mary felt great sadness, especially when she saw On September 23 the
Jesus suffer and die on the Cross. Church celebrates the
Even though Mary was heartbroken, she stayed faithful to God and never Feast of St Padre Pio.
stopped loving Jesus.

iy 1 ‘\
What Can Mary Teach Us? JESUS a( -~ W { Jpope.and K St. Ppi : :
S R e ¢ ( dontworry! t. Pio of Pietrelcina,
To trust God when life is difficult. b Dt ), ” e
He prayed

Sacrament
To be brave when we are worried or sad. [ ‘Padre Pio’ i fth
To care for others who are hurting. ‘ Loy NV sl e R
To stay close to Jesus every day. ' S most extraordinary and
To pray when we need help. i ok ' A .. fascinating saints of
= modern times.
— ! " With an incredible
God completely : re s ;
e shros s === -l . amount of miracles

' attributed to him, we look
to Padre Pio as the patron

saint of healing.

\ Worry is useless, /

g (ot merciti ) more commonly known as

\, and will hear ¢

Be like St. Padre Pio—

| i |
The feast day of Our Lady of Sorrows is celebrated annually on Pray, Love, and Trust in Jesus!

September 15.

|t honours the Blessed Virgin Mary as the Sorrowful Mother.
e|t highlights her deep pain and suffering during the life, passion,




Please come along for a school and parish family celebration of
Harvest. We will be offering our collections from our ‘Be Bright’
Family Fast Day and Harvest Food Bank

collection.
‘r Sunday 4th October o ¢ A Please send in a packet or tin for those less fortunate than
- ‘;g 10.00am : ‘ ourselves.
¢~ ;. StBenedict’s Church, Clydach ' e P
‘ g When we share the harvest, we spread
A Join us afso wz c:me togetbf;er to give thanks g mj}'j h h “
i ‘\. r God's many essmgs.' - g tngrow t e Warmt .
: We are collecting o '
Tle AND PACKE Ts < On Friday 2" Oct pupils can wear something bright to school and bring in a
for the local Fd Bank by o o donation please for Cafod Family Fast Day.
Please don’t buy anything new — bright socks or a bright headband is
plenty!

Wlmtwer you did for one of the least of these
brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.”

Matthew 25:40

| %RﬁGHTEN uP,

#- yow RAISE MONEY
V] Everyone is warmly welcome! (7
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Mad Science Workshop!

Who is signing up for the after school club!
All the information is on the leaflet that went home

Club Information
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6 Week Course for £54
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work on their essential question: ‘Should people in power decide what needs
protecting?’ '
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A huge thank you to all of our amazing Teaching Assistants
who work so hard for all of our pupils every day.

Happy National * We all appreciate you very much.
Teaching Assistants' Day!

* ¢ 26thSeptember 2025

#NationalTADay




| We are making lots of exiting changes to our Teaching & Learning
Our Vision 3 i/ and to our school’s curriculum.

All our staff are working really hard to encourage pupils to
become more independent, take responsibility for their own
learning and to contribute their ideas to what they are learning
and why.

Every class from Reception upwards are now working on
‘Essential Questions’ within an Enquiry Cycle which promotes
inclusion, curiosity, resilience and scaffolds thinking.

" TUNING IN FINDING OUT

SORTING OUT
Engage and connect g Pase questions, Make sense of
with prior knowledge Q gather information information and
and experiences. h N :::b’:::: j’ make connections,
y /‘:}; = >‘~;‘ & "M:KIN(;
[EE IR ;v" CONCLUSIONS \1
il |
U Extind kg }% é |
U develop nwnms j/ \ ik

K% and consider }.,
h estions,
oy, P oW questions ,_6-";

“Teach me and | may forget. Show me and | may remember. .
Involve me and I learn.”




If.\}ou DO NOT agree with photos of your child being put

U p d a te S Of t h e we e k : _?rr:';cr)“'zl';,i;;ccount please inform the school office.

On our school website important dates are on the calendar and photos are on the . olphlydh% =
https://www.stjosephscatholicps-swansea.co.uk/ r@)

News & Events’ area. You can also keep up to date with events on our school Instagram page. @
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DZ9 t7dotBV/?igsh=0GdpOXNsbHdsb3F4 ke ba s

Flu Vaccination Programme 2026/2027

This is the information we have been asked to share, by the School Nursing Department.

As we approach flu season, we want all families to have the information they need to help protect their children's health.

Flu can spread quickly in school environments and can cause serious illness in children. This autumn, all school children
from Reception to Year 11 (inclusive), will be offered a free and quick, nasal spray flu vaccine at school.

The flu nasal spray vaccine is safe, painless, and helped protect over 220,000 school-aged children in Wales last year.

Giving consent for your child to have the flu vaccine, helps keep them healthy reducing the risk of illnesses that could
disrupt their learning, play and your family life.

The nasal spray flu vaccine is the recommended vaccine for children and young people, but if they can’t have the flu
vaccine or you’d prefer a gelatine-free vaccine, they can have the flu vaccine by injection instead.

Give your consent for your child’s flu vaccine to help keep them healthy this winter.

For more information about the flu vaccination visit: www.phw.nhs.wales/fluvaccine

2026/27 School Nasal Flu
Vaccination form

Thank you for supporting your child and our school community.

2026/27 School Nasal Flu Vaccination form — Fill in form

https://youtu.be/KIbPEFRJz10



https://www.stjosephscatholicps-swansea.co.uk/
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Dear Parents and Carers

We are delighted to let you know that we are launching a new home learning initiative uging National
Numeracy resources alongside our new Problem-Solving Journals.

At 5t Joseph's, we believe that developing strong numeracy skills is about much more than learning facts and
metheds. We want our children to become confident, resilient, independent problem-solvers who are willing te have
a go, explain their thinking and leam from mistakes. A strong parinership between home and school is key to
achieving this.

How the programme will work:

Mational Numeracy Activity Books (Problem Salving Journals) will be sent home once a fortnight on Fridays
Pleaze complete the activities together over the weekend or early in the week.

Books should be returned to school by Wednesday each week

Children will complete practical, open-ended problem-solving activities with suppor from family members. We
encourage children to record their ideas in any way that works for them, using drawings, diagrams, calculations,
photographs or written explanations.

Waorking Together:

However you might feel about maths. vou can make a huge difference to your child’s numeracy learning. Research
consistently shows that talking about everyday raths helps children develop cenfidence and positive atfitudes
towards maths and problem solving.

When completing activities together, you might like to follow the school LOOK. THINK, DO, TELL problem sclving
framework and ask some of the following guestions:

What do we need to do?

What information do we have?

What do we need to find out?

Waould any equipment help?

What do you notice when...?

Shall we make a guess and see if it works?

What could we do if we get stuck?

If we were doing this again, iz there anything we could do differently?

Make It Your Own

“ou can adapt these activities to suit vour family’s interests and use whatever items you have available at home or
while out and abouwt. Children might choose to:

Take photographs

Draw pictures

Wirite calculations

Create diagrams

Record their ideas in creative ways

There is no single "correct”™ way to show thinking. The most important thing is the discussion and problem-solving
that takes place together. Please use the comment boxes provided in the books and journals to reflect on your
discussions, strategies and discoveries. We love reading about the different approaches families take when solving
problems together.

Thank you for yvour continued support. We are excited to strengthen our learning partnership with parents and
carers and fo help every child develop the confidence, resilience and positive disposition needed to succeed in
numeracy. If you have any gquestions, please do not hesitate to get in touch with your class teacher.

Kind regards, Mrz Mort

Today (Friday 25t September) we are launching our
“Parents carer national numeracy programme”
Which is a Schools & Families Programme by the charity
National Numeracy and is an initiative designed to boost

number confidence and engagement among children,
parents, carers, and school staff.

Please read the information. Your children will be bringing
home ‘National Numeracy Activity Books’ once a fortnight
and it is important that you take some time as a family to
improve your child’s Numeracy.

Maths Toolkit

Family



https://www.google.com/goto?url=CAESXAHrOzAVquA3xGD9xT9FE5OmDMBYxgWxZJcH6aGKc85J_VRv2VUP6Clwsxkf1R3AyubthQmKx5RhPmi8XAKQM-uNuEBVQd4lWDFBsmplbQcSqzIUvBiomlWs2AjI

How we feel @
about maths

Information for parents & carers

However you feel about maths, you're not alone.

Some parents and carers try ko avoid maths in their daily lives. For some, the
thought of helping children with maths homewaork fills them with dread. Adults often
BXPETeNcCE worry, stress or fear around numbers.,

If you feel this way about maths, it is not unusual, You can still support your children
with their maths learning - but yvou may find it more comfortable to do 5o if you
overcome your fears. And these feelings can be overcome.

Why is it common to feel anxiety around maths?
There are lots of reasons why somecns could feel ansicws about maths
Bad expansnces at school
Faaling under prassure
Fear of falure
Being told they're not a maths persan
Lack of suppaort
Thete reasons are often beyond our own eontral. They do not truly reflect our abilities.

If yau Feel anxious about rmathes, it doess’t mean that you are unable o learm.

Tips for feeling differently about maths

= Talk about your feelings about maths. Finding a supportive person Lo Lalk to aboul wour
feelings and worries can often help overcome anxiety, You might learn that lots of people
Foel thi same. But be sure bo have these conwversations away from children - always try ta
be pasitive about mathes around them.

Challenge your own bellefs. Think about why you don't feel good about maths.

Are thase reasons Fair? For exsarmple, does finding maths hard at school mean that yao'll
ahways be bad at it?

Try not to compare yourself to others. Maybe you find maths harder than some others dao,
ar feel that ather people have betbter rmaths skills than you. Learning is nat about being better
than others, but about iImproving on your own skills and confidence.

Reduce pressure. You don't have ta rush and you don't have to show anyone else what you're

doing. Other people knowing if we are getting things wrong can sometimes make us ganic.
It's ok to learn at your own pace - maths is not a race! You can learn without pressure by using

resources like the Mational Mumearacy Challengs: www.nnchallenge.org uk,/frmt

Set realistic goals. Don't expect yourself to become a maths professor cvermnight
A little bit of lkkarning on a regular basis can help you improve at a steady pace,

NN et

familymathstoolkit.org.uk
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Pointing out maths

Maths

in the real world P oalkit

Information for parents & carers

We all use numbers every day, whether we think about it or not. Maths is not just

for the classroom.

Spotting maths in the real world heips children understand this. It helps them see
why it’s useful to learn maths. And it’s something you can do to support your child's

maths learning outside of schaol.

There are all sorts of ways to bring number skilis into things you already do with

your chiid.
For younger children

There are lots of places to find maths in day-to-day life.

Here are a few you could try.

Around the house

Cocking: try recipes, measure ingredients and ot the
tmer together.

Thme: Lot aiout how long It takess 1 get 1o schoal,
what time we need to be there, what time we need
ta laave the house

Size and shape: e plasticine ar bulding bricks (o
make different shages; order tham by size.

In the newspaper: ook for where rumbers are used
in neews articies, advernts, weather forecasts, jobs
adverts. Talk abaut bow mambers are used in maney,
percantages, probabiiity, grapes and charts.

Out and about

Number hunt: find 25 many NUMDeEs a5 you Can on
signs, In shoos, on doors or buses, atc,

Counting: count 1he Mings you Can see - haw many
peopie are in the queus? How many red cars can
YOu spat?

Plan journeys: Lalk sboul Estancw, time aed
diractions.

Estimate: talk about the ‘ocal ares and esbmate
howe mary houses ara o0 the sireed, how macry
peope live in the town, or how far swey the
NRarast town is

Games

Card games: lols of Cand games irvolve numbon.
Try phyying matching games or snag, or drayw cards
and aim to get a3 close to 21.as possble without
gaing bust”

Buliding blocks: talk about the size and shapo of the
blocks and make patterns.

1 Spy: play the game by sprying nuenbeors and shages

Board games: Iry games like Connect 4, Srakes
& Ledders, Monopoly or erty games that involye
INroawing e to mawe arcund the board

Hobbies

Sports: Lalk abaut the numbers in your civld's
favourte sports How many Qoais o Ppoines am
needed to win or 10 get promoted? Talk about time.
distance, shapes on the pch. esc.

Dance: count the beats in tha music and pont out
the shapes, patterns and symmetry darcing makes.
Telavisian: lock out far numbars in papular

TV shows. Point out how contestants masure
irgredionts an baking shows . Ada up the scanes

on darcing shows.

Where else could you look for numbers in everyday life?

familymathstoolkit.org.uk
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Pointing out maths
in the real world

Information for parents & carers

For older children

Beyond school, adults use maths in lots of ways. Talking about this can help older

children see the value of learning maths.
Here are a few examples,

Careers

AR Jobs: svarytday mathns swils am needed for things
T arriving on bime, undesstanding paysbps, worng
with scheculas and using budgets,

Mealthcare: maths 15 needed for making drug
calculations, understandng patient date and

taking readings

Construction: workers reed number skilis for taking

measursenmnts, understanding scafe and progartion,
and foliowing plans

Design (graphics, tashion, interiors, etc): Lsing
shapes, recogrsng palterns, understanding
measuremnls ard units, scabe and peoporbon,
and following plans are all needad in design wark.

University

Study: students an evary course will need 1o wse
rumber skills in some way - whether it's making
calculations, understanding research and statistics
conducting studies and analysing resuits, or simply
managing time, word courts and mark schemes
for assessments.

Budgeting: students Bdng away fram nome wil
need to understand their Income and awtgoings
10 manage 'oans and grants, rent. turbon fees and
living expanses.

Money and finances

Budgeting: urdersanding yout incorw and expenses,
knawing what yau can afford, and maklng choices
about what to do with your money is important

for everyone.

Credit and savings: maths skills are useful for
understanding interest rates and other terms and
conditions on crect cards, loans and saving accounts.

Taxes: soff- {oyed peapie ar people who own
businesses need number siclls to fill n a tax retumn,
and even emgloyed people need maths to understand

the rate of tax they should be payng.

Where do you use maths in your work or daily life? What does your child want to do
after they leave school? What number skills will they need for that?

familymathstoolkit.org.uk

Talking positively
about maths

Information for parents & carers

¢

Family Maths
Toolkit

It's important to be positive about maths around children. The way we talk about
maths makes a2 big different to how they see it
Saying things like "I can't do maths” or “I hated maths at school” might make

your child start to think like that too. And sometimes we say things that give the

wrong idea without realising.

Here are some things people sometimes say and ideas for what we could try instead:

What people
sometimes say

What children
hear from this

What we could
try instead

“l can’t do maths and | get
on just fine*

Or

“1 was never any good at
maths at schoal either.”

“Maths st important and
you can get by without it
It's just a school subject
and it won't be useful in
real life.”

These beliefs may lead

to children not angaging

with maths at all.

“It's ok, you're more
of a creative person than
a maths person.”

"Only some peopla are
good at maths and you're
not that sort of porson,
so there's no paint trying
to get better at it.”

This can make childran
belleyve that ther ability

Is fixed and that skills
cannot be isamt It doesn't
encourage them to keep
trying,

“| found maths hard too,
but if we keep working
at it wo canget it”

“We can all be good at maths
if we keep trying with it.”

“It's ok to find It hard -
that doesn't mean you'ra
bad at maths. Let’s keep
working at it

familymathstoolkit.org.uk
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Talking positively
about maths

Information for parents & carers

¢

What people
sometimes say

What children
hear from this

What we could
try instead

“This is easy, you should be
able to get this one right.”

"It you find this difficuit,
you must be stuped.”

Putting pressure on
children to get twngs nght
first time can make them
worry about maths and
gat scarad by . it's good
for children to know that
making a mistake is not

a bad thing. Mistakes can
help us earn,

“Well done for gotting that
right. You're so clever”

“Clever pecple always get
things right. If you don't
get things right then
you're not clever”

Praising a child for being

clever or having & talent

can make them think that
maths learring comes

from a natural abdity rather

than through hard work. if
getting it right makes you
clever, then children maght

start Lo think that making a

mistake means they're not

clever - and this can stop
them trying in case they
get it wrong.

*1 think we have got this part

of the problem right, let’s
have another go at gatting
to the answer"

“That was a tricky ana, wall
done for sticking with it."

Whatever our own faclings about maths, being positive about maths can make a real difference

Lo children's progress,

Improving your own
skills and confidence  mqiyyats

Information for parents & carers

However you feel about maths yourself, you can still help your child be positive
about maths. Whatever your number skills are like, you can still support your child's
maths learning,

But some people feel more comfortable about doing that by working on their own
number confidence too, And this doesn't have tc mean going back to the classroom!
The National Numeracy Challenge is an online learning tool for adults who have low
confidence in their maths skills: www.nnchallenge.org.uk/fmt

You can register for free: all you need is an email address and a password.,

When you have signed up, you can take a guick chack of your skills,
This usually takes around 10 minutes.

The quick check isn't a test - it's just to help the Challenge find the best resources
and support for you. In the quick check:

The questions foous on everyday maths - the skilis you use in real life
There are no time limits on any questions ¢r the guick check as a whole

Everything is kept confidential, so you don't have the pressurs of other people knowing
how you answer

You only get asked enough questions to find the support you need - if you're finding

It difficult, the questions won't get harder

You can save your progress as you go, 50 you don't have to completa it all in one go.

After doing the quick check, you will see some online resources. These resources:

Are based on the questions you got wrong in your guick chack - helping you focus on
the areas you need to improve

Are at the Jevel you're working towards, so they will be challengina but not overwhalming

Offer lots of choice: everyone learns in different ways, so If you don't like the first one,
you can choose another one that suits you better.

When you have used soma rasources and feel ready, you can have another go at the gquick check.
This wall give you more resources and help yau seo f you've improved.

Remember - you don’t nave to be a maths genius to help your children with maths!

But becoming more confident with numbers can only be a good thing. Even if you find things
difficult, you are shawing your child that everyone can learn and get better at maths -

and finding things hard is a normal part of the leaming process, for both adults and children,

familymathstoolkit.org.uk
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We now have a vacancy for a Parent Governor to join St Joseph’s Governing Bodly.

Forms are available at the office. Thank you.

k(/m Cyngor Abertawe
\Y Swansea Council

Parent Governor Elections

Dear Parent / carer

Swansea Council
School Governing Bodies
Election of Parent Governors

| am writing to inform you that a vacancy has occurred for a parent governor for your
child’s school and you are invited to submit a nomination for the post of parent
govemaor.

Any parent of a registered pupil at the school, at the time of the election, is eligible to
be a parent governor and to hold office for four years even though your child may leave
the school in the meantime.

If you are eligible and wish to be nominated as a parent governor, you should complete
the form (next page) You can ask for copies at the office.

The completed form should be returned to the box provided at the school, not later
than Monday 5% October 2026.

Please note it is your responsibility to ensure that the nomination is placed in
the box.

If there are more nominations received than the number of vacancies for parent
govemnors, then an election will take place. Voting papers will be sent to all parents
with children at the school.

With effect from September 2013 the Welsh Government require all new governors to
attend mandatory training within one year of taking up the post. Training courses for
govemnors are provided free by the Authority and information is also circulated from
time to time regarding courses arranged by outside bodies, for which a fee may be
payable.

Yours sincerely

t). W]t

Headteacher

k(/m Cyngor Abertawe
\Y Swansea Council

Swansea Council

School Governing Body Nomination Form

Election of Parent Governor at St. Joseph's Catholic Primary School, Clydach

Name of NMominee

Address:

Postcode Telephone number

Parent of

| i (Headteacher)
confirm the nominee is a parent of a pupil registered at

Signature.............

(to be completed by office)

Candidates are invited to provide brief details in support of their nomination, which
may be circulated on any ballot form (do not exceed 50 words). This is not a
compulsory requirement, however, can help to inform parents in the event of a ballot
taking place.



We have two new ‘Trim Trails’ for our yards. An Infant Trim Trial in the Foundation Forest Area and a Junior Trim Trail

in the Junior Yard. They have cause much excitement!
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Merit Award & ‘Seren Yr Wythnos’

U Nursery logvi and Josig
Reception Penny cddig and Phogbg
{)% Year 1 Csther Fatima and Frank
Year 2 Roisin ®0phia and €van
Year 3 Milo Wimee and am
Year 4 Mason Pemetrius and Matthew

Year 5 cvan Marina and Martha &
T Year 6 Beatrice Mollig and Tillig
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